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Dear King’sMUN 2023 delegates,

I am truly honoured as this year’s Secretary General of King’sMUN to welcome you

to our 9th annual conference and our first in person conference since the COVID-19

pandemic. The secretariat has been working hard throughout this school year to deliver you

an incredible conference with a variety of unique committees, experienced chairs, and an

overall successful day of debate.

MUN is a reenactment of United Nations conferences at the high school and

university level, where representatives from all over come together to discuss the most

pressing issues that plague our world today. Students take on the positions of various

countries, characters, or political figures in order to create resolutions for both real and

fictional issues and crises.

Throughout my time participating in Model United Nations, I have developed many

valuable skills that I will take with me throughout my life. It has improved my confidence

when public speaking as well as my ability to problem solve. Furthermore, MUN is valuable

to me as it promotes lifelong connections with new people as you meet many other delegates

who share your passions while in committee sessions. I truly believe that skills that you will

learn through your participation in MUN will help you throughout your high school journey,

in everyday life, and beyond.

Contrary to popular belief, MUN is truly for everyone. At King’sMUN, we provide a

variety of committees to ensure that we have something that everyone will enjoy debating

about. From the world’s most pressing issues discussed in UNSC and UN Women to

Indigenous affairs and from the gods on Mount Olympus to the prohibition in the 1920s, we

strive to ensure that we can appeal to the passions of a variety of delegates. Everyone is

welcome at King’sMUN, whether you have no experience or have been to a multitude of

conferences, there is a place for you here.

Once again, I am thrilled to welcome all delegates, new or returning, back in person to

King’sMUN. I, as well as the rest of the secretariat, are looking very forward to seeing you on

Saturday, February 25. Whether this is your first conference or your last, I hope you are able

to engage in fruitful debate and have an amazing time at King’sMUN 2023.

Sincerely,

Athena Ponte
Secretary General
King’sMUN 2023
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History and Purpose of the United Nations

In 1945 after WW2, 51 countries came together and founded the United Nations

(”UN”). Now, the UN has a total of 193 member states. The UN is  “committed to

maintaining international peace and security, developing friendly relations among nations and

promoting social progress, better living standards and human rights.”

(https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/history/index.html) The UN provides a forum where member

states advance their positions and their countries ideologies, through the systems of the

General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council and other bodies

and committees. The UN has 4 stated purposes which are to keep peace throughout the world,

to develop friendly relations among nations, to help nations work together to improve the

lives of poor people, to conquer hunger, disease and illiteracy, and to encourage respect for

each other’s rights and freedoms and to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations to

achieve these goals.

History and Purpose of the International Press Institute

The International Press Institute (“IPI”) is a global network of editors, media

executives and leading journalists who share a common dedication to quality, independent

journalism. They look to promote the conditions that allow journalism to fulfill its public

function, especially the media’s ability to operate free from interference, without fear of

retaliation, while maintaining integrity. They look to raise awareness through news coverage,

research and analysis. They look to defend media freedom and the basic values of journalism.

Their main goal is to defend media freedom and the free flow of news wherever they are

threatened.

They are  an independent, non-governmental, not-for-profit organization. It is an

association of media professionals representing leading digital, print and broadcast news

outlets in nearly 100 countries. Day to day work is performed by a professional secretariat in

Vienna and is headed by an Executive Director. It is governed by an Executive Board which

is elected by the General Assembly and manages the finances and implements the overall

https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/history/index.html
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strategy in defence of media freedom. The General Assembly is the ultimate decision-making

body and is composed of all IPI members who meet annually to set policy and programming

for the IPI. Any changes to the IPI’s Constitution must be approved by the General Assembly.

IPI is also able to directly advocate with governments.(“IPI.” International Press Institute, 19

Jan. 2023, https://ipi.media/. )

Post WWII, in October 1950, 34 leading editors from 16 countries met at Columbia

University in New York City, USA. They believed that a free media would contribute

to a better and more peaceful world, they agreed to form a global organisation dedicated to

promoting and protecting press freedom and improving the practices of journalism. For 70

years, the IPI has been a leader in promoting media freedom and independence around the

world. The IPI has been active in highlighting injustice in the media since it was founded.

The IPI has fought censorship in South Africa when journalists were kept from

reporting on apartheid, highlighted media rights violations in Myanmar, helped free

imprisoned journalists, and held historical gatherings and conferences. It held the first post

war exchange between French and German journalists in the 1950s, and hosted the

Israeli-Palestinian dialogue forum in the 2000s. In 2022, they looked to maintain independent

media, protection of the press amid threats from repressive regimes, innovation to ensure the

survival of media, combatting disinformation machines, and introduction of legislation to

protect the media as well as media freedoms, including anti-SLAPP legislation. Today, it

focuses on ending impunity (death, violence and imprisonment of journalists), advocacy of

press freedoms around the world (presently in Turkey, parts of Africa, South Asia, Central

Europe and Russia), and fighting SLAPP by encouraging countries to adopt anti-SLAPP

legislation. (“IPI History.” International Press Institute, 17 Mar. 2021,

https://ipi.media/about/history/. )

(http://ipi.media/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/history1.png)

http://ipi.media/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/history1.png
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Discussion Topics

1. Freedom of Speech in the Digital Age

The digital age has revolutionized access to information and modes of

communication. The internet has no one governing body. It exists in a jurisdictional vacuum

and cannot be regulated by any one government. This requires a global consensus as to what

limits can be properly placed on the fundamental right of freedom of expression. Freedom of

expression is the fundamental right to exchange ideas, opinions and information freely

without interference. Freedom of expression and independent journalism protects public

interest over political or commercial agendas. Over the past 5 years, approximately 85% of

the world’s population saw a decline in freedom of the press. (“Freedom of Expression in a Digital

Age: Effective Research, Policy Formation & the Development of Regulatory Frameworks in South Asia.”

Centre for Internet & Society,

https://cis-india.org/internet-governance/events/freedom-of-expression-in-digital-age. )

Freedom of Express in the digital age is challenged by a lack of transparency in

internet companies, by a marked increase in violence against journalists, through harassment,

imprisonment or death,  by government interventions like internet shutdowns, and lastly

through censorship (by the journalist,  private companies or governments).

(https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379826_eng) Google, Facebook and other big internet

companies primarily control the internet and its content. They are the gateway to content.

They are curating the content that the public consumes and greater transparency must be seen

in order to ensure freedom of expression in the digital press. Elon Musk, one of the richest

people in the world, is against censorship and bought Twitter to ensure an online platform

committed to free speech and transparency. Without transparency, the internet gatekeepers

cannot be held accountable for maintaining freedom of expression standards.
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Over the past 5 years, there has been a marked increase of online violence and

harassment of journalists.
(https://pressgazette.co.uk/media-audience-and-business-data/rsf-journalists-jailed-killed-2022/)

These threats are hard to trace and even harder to punish which often causes journalists to

self-censure. There is also a different type of censorship called “cancel culture”, which is

something the public uses on individuals and companies online to take away an individual’s

power, freedom of speech and influence. They do this by suppressing ideas and thoughts,

withdrawing support and actively ridiculing the company or individual after they have done

something considered offensive, politically incorrect or merely because they disagree. This

has grown increasingly popular on social media.

Censorship is the biggest threat to freedom of expression.  Governments are are using

crises like COVID-19 to justify censorship and the enactment of laws that restrict freedoms

online. https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/11/covid-19-triggers-wave-free-speech-abuse)

The laws that have been adopted tend to be overly vague and have harsh sanctions that

threaten online freedom of expression. Governmental requests for content removal from

internet platforms have doubled in the past 5 years. Even in Canada, the government has

passed a controversial online censorship bill, C-11.

https://globalnews.ca/news/8592505/online-streaming-bill-c-11-free-speech/ The bill would see

Canadian social media subject to government censorship. Bill C-11’s primary purpose was to

promote Canadian content on streaming services; however a portion of the Bill gave the

Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunication Commision, a governmental agency, the

ability to regulate and censure user generated content. This effectively censures social media

content taking the rights and freedoms of individual users. This happens all over the world. In

the US, 13 states have passed censorship laws since 1995. 10 more bills are currently

pending. https://www.aclu.org/other/online-censorship-states

State imposed government shutdowns is another form of violation. Shutdowns mean a

complete block on internet connectivity or banning access to communication platforms.

Between 2016 and 2021, there were 931 shutdowns in 74 countries.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/06/internet-shutdowns-un-report-details-dramatic-impact-peoples-

lives-and-human

This tends to occur during heightened political events like mass demonstrations or

armed conflicts. Internet shutdowns have major economic costs and violate fundamental

freedoms. In March 2022, Russia blocked Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. Russia claimed

that these measures were enacted as a response to anti-Russia propaganda. Protecting internet

https://pressgazette.co.uk/media-audience-and-business-data/rsf-journalists-jailed-killed-2022/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/02/11/covid-19-triggers-wave-free-speech-abuse
https://globalnews.ca/news/8592505/online-streaming-bill-c-11-free-speech/
https://www.aclu.org/other/online-censorship-states
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/06/internet-shutdowns-un-report-details-dramatic-impact-peoples-lives-and-human
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/06/internet-shutdowns-un-report-details-dramatic-impact-peoples-lives-and-human
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access is integrally linked to freedom of expression.
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/03/31/government-internet-shutdowns-are-changing.-how-should-citizens-

and-democracies-respond-pub-86687

In the digital age, violence against journalists is on the rise. A total of 533 journalists

were imprisoned as of December 2022. Additionally, there has been an increase in women

journalists being detained. In China, a total of 110 are currently imprisoned. The number of

journalists killed had increased. In 2022 alone, 57 journalists were killed. 60% of those

journalists were killed in countries considered to be at peace.
https://rsf.org/en/new-record-number-journalists-jailed-worldwide

The issue at hand is how to balance freedom of expression and legitimate limitations

(not censorship) in the digital age. Specifically, what measures should be implemented to

restrict governments or media companies to avoid shutdowns, overarching laws and

censorship and ensure freedom of expression in digital media and connectivity.

https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/03/31/government-internet-shutdowns-are-changing.-how-should-citizens-and-democracies-respond-pub-86687
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/03/31/government-internet-shutdowns-are-changing.-how-should-citizens-and-democracies-respond-pub-86687
https://rsf.org/en/new-record-number-journalists-jailed-worldwide
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  2. Responsible Journalism in an Age of "Fake News"

Independent responsible journalism is the most powerful tool to fight disinformation.

The IPI works to help reporters and editors to identify fake news and to recognize the bad

actors who weaponize it. Trust must be restored to public discourse and information sharing.

Concerted effort must occur by everyone in the media to reform media platforms that use

fake news and to defend responsible journalism.

Social media platforms have allowed malicious and incorrect information to spread

widely before false acts can be checked and challenged.  Disinformation differs from

responsible journalism in that responsible journalism meets high professional standards and

ethics. But responsible journalism risks being drowned out by fake news having dire

consequences. One material consequence is that the public is at risk of being manipulated by

corrupt journalists or conspiracy theorists. We also see the powerful use of fake news in

politics, particularly the US political elections, throughout the Covid-19 pandemic and in the

Russia-Ukraine conflict. Since March 2020, 17 countries have passed some form of

regulation targeting dissemination of disinformation.
https://ipi.media/rush-to-pass-fake-news-laws-during-covid-19-intensifying-global-media-freedom-challenges/

However, these laws have had the effect of government censorship. In 2020, a lot of

fake news surrounded the Covid-19 pandemic. There were conspiracies about the Chinese

government, the vaccines ,where the virus came from and home remedies. Social media is the

main platform used to spread this misinformation as it cannot be regulated. Online media has

little scrutiny. Governments can play a key role in stopping the spread of fake news. It can cut

the supply of fake news by providing clear transparent information like they did during

Covid-19 with the daily news conferences.

Who should be held responsible to stop fake news? The government? The media? The

journalists? Internet giants? Responsible journalists are supposed to fact check and are in fact

expected to as it is their job. We trust them to provide an unbiased and factual account. The

media are the gatekeepers of this information. They own and have access to all information

https://ipi.media/rush-to-pass-fake-news-laws-during-covid-19-intensifying-global-media-freedom-challenges/
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and in fact have the ability to shut down misinformation and the financial resources too. They

even have AI that scans their platforms for fake news; however, this is at the risk of

censorship. It was the social media companies that created the conditions that permitted the

proliferation of fake news. They control the way information moves on their platform. The

governments are responsible for creating laws against misinformation and those who spread

it. The action that has been taken has been overbought in its application and has mainly been

used for government control and censorship. This is instead of properly sanctioning the

individuals, foreign countries and companies.

It's growing increasingly harder to disseminate between fake news and the truth.

Many people believe what they see or read on the internet without fact checking due to

cognitive bias. Oftentimes, people will believe fake news just because it is so popular so it

must be true. We allow all this fake news to spread. Better yet, facilitate it on social media.

This is the band-waggon effect. The National Public Radio conducted a social experiment

where they wrote an article with the headline “Why Doesn’t America Read Anymore?”. The

article explained that this was a joke and yet people still believed. This is because people just

read the headlines which is another reason why fake news spreads so fast. When it comes to

political elections, there will always be a lot of fake news going around. You will most likely

believe the fake news if it comes from the political party you support. This is partisanship

which is another form of bias. Research has shown that our memory has trouble remembering

what’s real and what’s fake. Emily Thorson, a professor at Boston College, found that even if

we are shown the truth, "belief echoes" still remain. Belief echoes are the thought that even

when we are shown the truth, fake news is still remembered as that is what they originally

believed. (https://www.cits.ucsb.edu/fake-news/why-we-fall)

The issues at hand is that professional journalism risks being drowned out by fake

news, the spread of fake news won’t be stopped and the public will believe whatever they see

even if it’s fake.

https://www.cits.ucsb.edu/fake-news/why-we-fall
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Links to Sustainable Development Goals

Further Questions to be Considered

1. The killing of journalists is a global phenomenon (Asia, Africa, Europe, Americas). How

are member states prepared to protect the journalists from imprisonment and death.

2. Journalists are now physically facing attacks while reporting, legal harassment, and

censorship. Journalists should not face criminal or civil lawsuits for public interest reporting.

What can the member states do to ensure the safety of the journalists and the free flow of

media and news reports?

3. Government controlled media outlets give rise to concerns about transparency and

independence in the media. Government-controlled media infringe upon media freedoms,

what actions can member states enforce to ensure the free flow of information and news.

4. How can IPI assist with anti-SLAPP legislation?

5. Governments impose limitations on war reporting that effectively restricts media freedoms.

What limitations are reasonable given the life and death nature of war reporting.

6. Corporate censorship in reporting can create disinformation (Twitter, Facebook, Google).

What legislation or state action is required to hold Private Corporations to account to restrict

or prohibit censorship, disinformation or bias in reporting.

7. Women journalists are under attack from harassment and smear campaigns.

Authoritarian-minded governments are increasingly employing tactics that seek to broadly

intimidate, silence and erode the credibility of independent, critical women journalists. What

response can the IPI provide to tackle the abuse and harassment of women journalists?

8. What’s the legal difference between hate speech on the corner of a street and hate speech

online?
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Statistics and Data
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