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Dear King’sMUN 2023 delegates,

I am truly honoured as this year’s Secretary General of King’sMUN to welcome you to our 9th annual

conference and our first in-person conference since the COVID-19 pandemic. The secretariat has been

working hard throughout this school year to deliver you an incredible conference with a variety of

unique committees, experienced chairs, and an overall successful day of debate.

MUN is a reenactment of United Nations conferences at the high school and university level, where

representatives from all over come together to discuss the most pressing issues that plague our world

today. Students take on the positions of various countries, characters, or political figures in order to

create resolutions for both real and fictional issues and crises.

Throughout my time participating in Model United Nations, I have developed many valuable skills

that I will take with me throughout my life. It has improved my confidence when public speaking as

well as my ability to problem solve. Furthermore, MUN is valuable to me as it promotes lifelong

connections with new people as you meet many other delegates who share your passions while in

committee sessions. I truly believe that skills that you will learn through your participation in MUN

will help you throughout your high school journey, in everyday life, and beyond.

Contrary to popular belief, MUN is truly for everyone. At King’sMUN, we provide a variety of

committees to ensure that we have something that everyone will enjoy debating about. From the

world’s most pressing issues discussed in UNSC and UN Women to Indigenous affairs and from the

gods on Mount Olympus to the prohibition in the 1920s, we strive to ensure that we can appeal to the

passions of a variety of delegates. Everyone is welcome at King’sMUN, whether you have no

experience or have been to a multitude of conferences, there is a place for you here.

Once again, I am thrilled to welcome all delegates, new or returning, back in person to King’sMUN. I,

as well as the rest of the secretariat, are looking very forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 25.

Whether this is your first conference or your last, I hope you are able to engage in fruitful debate and

have an amazing time at King’sMUN 2023.

Sincerely,

Athena Ponte

Secretary General

King’sMUN 2023
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History and Purpose

The African Union (AU) was launched in July 2002 following a decision in

September 1999 by its predecessor, the Organization of African Unity (OAU), to create a new

continental organization to build on its work and values. The OAU felt this change was

needed to realize Africa’s full potential. To do this they changed the goal of fighting

decolonization into increased cooperation and integration of African states to grow Africa’s

economy. The purpose of Au is to create  “An Integrated, Prosperous and Peaceful Africa,

driven by its own citizens and representing a dynamic force in the global arena.”

The goals of the AU are listed below

To achieve greater unity, cohesion and solidarity between African countries and
African nations.

To defend the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of its Member States.

To accelerate the political and social-economic integration of the continent.

To promote and defend African common positions on issues of interest to the
continent and its peoples.

To encourage international cooperation, taking due account of the Charter of the
United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

To promote peace, security, and stability on the continent.

To promote democratic principles and institutions, popular participation and good
governance.

To promote and protect human and peoples' rights in accordance with the African
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights and other relevant human rights instruments.

To establish the necessary conditions which enable the continent to play its rightful
role in the global economy and in international negotiations.

To promote sustainable development at the economic, social and cultural levels as
well as the integration of African economies.

To promote cooperation in all fields of human activity to raise the living standards of
African people.

To coordinate and harmonize the policies between the existing and future Regional
Economic Communities for the gradual attainment of the objectives of the Union.

To advance the development of the continent by promoting research in all fields, in
particular in science and technology.

To work with relevant international partners in the eradication of preventable diseases
and the promotion of good health on the continent.
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The Assembly of Heads of State and Government, the Executive Council, the Permanent

Representatives Committee (PRC), Specialized Technical Committees (STCs), the Peace and

Security Council and the African Union Commission are the main decision-making bodies

that carry out the work of the AU. There are lots of other heads and organisations apart of the

AU. Including the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR), African

Court on Human and Peoples' Rights (AfCHPR), African Union Commission on

International Law (AUCIL), and African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of

Children. These are the organizations that deal with legal and judicial issues as well as human

rights concerns.

Topic: Cobalt Mining in the DRC

The DRC is the world’s biggest cobalt exporter, it sits on approximately 3.4 million

metric tons of cobalt, which is over half the world’s supply, But the DRC is having trouble

imposing structure on the miners. Thousands of workers work in unsafe conditions daily to

make a living. The discovery of cobalt in the DRC happened in June of 2014 after a man

living on the outskirts of Kolwezi was digging a hole to create a washroom, and he

discovered ore that can be refined into cobalt. For a short stint of time, he mined this ore

secretly until fellow villages caught wind of this. After word got out thousands of people

travelled from all over to mine. What makes cobalt so valuable is that it is a major component

in batteries, these batteries power technologies like phones and electric cars. For this reason,

people are willing to work in unsafe conditions to make lots of money. These artisan miners

make around $200 a day, and in a country where the average wage is $2 more and more

people are working in these mines to make a small fortune. It is estimated that around

140,000-200,000 people work as cobalt artisanal miners in the DRC currently.

The DRC has had many issues through the years because the country’s infrastructure

has been ruined by decades of dictatorship, civil war, corruption, and little agriculture, food,

and other basic goods are often imported. The discovery of cobalt has only shown that these

are major issues that have had lasting impacts and still are a big issue in the country. more

than eighty-five percent of people work informally, in dangerous jobs that pay little, and the

cost of living is unreasonably high. That is why people find the need to work inside

dangerous mines. They find it necessary to work these dangerous jobs to feed themselves and

their families. “If we don’t mine we don’t eat.” These miners usually work in hazardous and
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polluted claustrophobic mines. Due to exhaustion, exposure to harmful chemicals, fumes, and

accidents, the mining and refining processes are very dangerous and linked to a variety of

health issues, making the mines very dangerous places to work. Mining creates lots of

different issues, and one of the bigger issues with it is that mining affects innocent citizens

who are not involved. Oftentimes these mines create pollution and this pollution reaches

neighbouring rivers and other water sources, thus harming the people drinking from these

water sources and destroying local ecosystems. The effects of this unclean water are many

diseases that cause diarrheal. The boom in mining has also been the root of lots of

environmental damage like deforestation and harm to endangered animals, for example, the

Eastern Lowland Gorilla has gone nearly extinct due to the fact that their natural habitat has

been torn up to create mining space. Another harmful effect of these mines is the dust clouds

caused by the destroyed rock causing breathing problems for neighbouring cities. The dust

consumed by the miners and nearby cities is related to health effects like silicosis,

tuberculosis and lung cancer. Another major issue that the DRC mining industry is facing is

that children are working in these mines and are risking their lives to help provide for their

families. The Au must work towards solutions to fix these glaring issues.

The issues happening regarding mining can be seen through the different Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs). These are goals the UN has agreed to be important in making

the world a better place. These goals are aimed to be accomplished by 2030. The first goal

that the mining crisis relates to is SDG 2 - No Hunger, specifically target 2.1; By 2030, end

hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular, the poor and people in vulnerable

situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round. People

mining in the DRC feel the need to mine to be able to afford food at its current prices. It is in

the AU’s best interest to encourage agriculture inside its borders so that the cost of food is not

so great. Secondly, it relates to SDG 3 - Health and Well being, specifically target 3.3; By

2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases and

combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases. This relates to the

mining crisis because many workers who inhale dust are known to contract tuberculosis.

Tuberculosis is a contagious and potentially life-threatening disease so it is very important

that it be taken seriously. Thirdly SDG 6 - Clean Water and Sanitation, specifically target 6.3;

By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimising

the release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated

wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally. This relates to
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DRC cobalt mining because too much pollution and chemicals from these mines are getting

into water sources making them unsafe. The mining is no longer affecting the people willing

to be a part of it, it is affecting people who have nothing to do with it. Fourthly SDG 8 -

Decent Work and Economic Growth, specifically target 8.8; Protect labour rights and

promote safe and secure working environments for all workers, including migrant workers, in

particular women migrants, and those in precarious employment. This relates directly to DRC

mining because almost every mine in the DRC is very dangerous in a multitude of different

ways. The Au must look to implement safety measures to prevent dangers in the working

conditions. Fifthly SDG 14 - Life Below Water, specifically target 14.1; By 2025, prevent and

significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities,

including marine debris and nutrient pollution. Chemicals and pollution are finding their way

into local waterways harming local inhabitants.  Lastly SDG 15 - Life on Land, specifically

targets 15.1 and 15.5. Target 15.1 states that By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration

and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in

particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under

international agreements. Target 15.5 states Take urgent and significant action to reduce the

degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent

the extinction of threatened species. The mining is having disastrous effects on the

ecosystems around them, and harming many animals in the process. It is of great importance

that steps are taken to help reduce and stop these harmful actions against the environment.

Questions to Consider

- Should the DRC military get involved?

- How has the discovery of cobalt affected the economy in the DRC

- What has the DRC government done regarding mining?

- Will more people try to start mining or has it reached its highest point of workers?

- How are you able to help?

- China owns the majority of the Cobalt mines in the DRC. To what extent are they

responsible for ensuring human rights are met in the areas?
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Graphs and Data
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Topic: The Situation in Eritrea

Eritrea is currently having one of the worst rights crises in the world. They are

currently on the Human Rights Watch (HRW) as one of the worst countries, but it wasn’t

always like this. In 1993 when Eritrea gained independence from Ethiopia relations between

the two countries were peaceful. The tensions started to rise when the two countries had

differing opinions on the newly created Eritrean borders. These tensions rose until the full-on

war. This proxy war lasted from 1998 all the way to 2018. This war would see Eritrea commit

multiple war crimes and commit lots of human rights violations. They have also committed

multiple human rights violations outside of this war too. Eritrea has been known to commit

human rights violations regarding religion and improper detainment.

Eritrea has been accused of many different counts of human rights violations. The

Eritrean government forces war crimes and even possible crimes against humanity. These

violations have happened multiple times against Tigrayan civilians during the ongoing

conflict in the Tigray region of Ethiopia. During this conflict, Eritrean forces are said to have

carried out large-scale massacres, executions, and multiple different violent sexual crimes

including gang rape, and sexual slavery. They also participated in widespread pillages,

attacks on refugee camps, and the destruction of crops. The Eritrean government has

weaponized the food supply. They have blocked food aid from reaching the Tigray region.

During their crimes, they are said to have zero regard for children, as long as they are

Tigrayian they will be harmed. But it is not only the people of the Tigray region that Eritrea

violates the rights of. They violate the rights of their own citizens, this is done by forcing

them into military conscription and military action. The actions of the Eritrean government

have caused many refugees to flee the country, especially child refugees attempting to flee

from conscription.  Eritrea is also seen violating many different peoples of faith. In Eritrea,

there are thousands of prisoners held captive in overcrowded places with inadequate food and

water. These people are being denied the right to due process, the prisoners are not allowed

access to legal counsel or judicial review and this has been going on for decades now. This is

happening due to these people’s faith. The Eritrean government only recognizes these four

religions, Sunni Islam, Eritrean Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Evangelical (Lutheran),

Differing religions from these are constantly being imprisoned. Steps to stop these injustices

must be taken before it gets worse.
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The issues happening regarding the situation in Eritrea can be seen through the

different Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These are goals the UN has agreed to be

important in making the world a better place. The first goal that the situation in Eritrea relates

to is SDG 2 - Zero Hunger, specifically target 2.1; By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by

all people, in particular, the poor and people in vulnerable situations, including infants, to

safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round. This SDG is brought up in relation to the

people in Tygray being denied access to food because of the Eritrean government. Secondly,

it relates to SDG 10 - Reduced Inequalities, specifically target 10.2; By 2030, empower and

promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex, disability,

race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or another status. Eritrea needs to work on this

SDG more specifically the inclusion of religion because many people of faith in Eritrea are

being wrongfully prisoned. Lastly SDG 16 - Peace Justice and Strong Institutions,

specifically target 16.1, 16.2 and 16.3. Target 16.1 states significantly reduce all forms of

violence and related death rates everywhere. This obviously relates to the multiple deaths and

war crimes that are happening between Eritrea and the Tigray region of Ethiopia. Target 16.2

states that end abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of

children. This target also relates to Eritrea’s war against the Tigray region, Eritrea has been

known to have zero regards for children, and they will heartlessly harm them. Target 16.3

states promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access

to justice for all. This target relates to those in Eritrean jails who have wrongfully been

detained, and are not allowed access to the resources they need.

Questions to Consider

- Will relations between Eritrea and Ethiopia recover?

- Do the Eritrean soldiers have problems with Tygrians or are they forced to commit

war crimes

- What repercussions have Eritrea seen in reaction to their crimes

- Why is it that only 4 religions are accepted in Eritrea
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Graphs and Data
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